
Join us for: 

Old favorites 

New additions 

   How can you take your farm to 

the next step, raise the bar on 

quality, production and cattle 

health? How can you be more 

sustainable, more profitable, and 

keep the fun in farming? 

   For the 16th consecutive sum-

mer, farmers and other agri-

business professionals will 

gather in southwest Wisconsin to 

discuss the answers to those 

questions at the annual Midwest-

ern Bio-Ag Field Day on Tues-

day, Aug. 21. 

  “We’ve raised the bar on qual-

ity, production and cattle health 

here at the farms,” says Gary 

Zimmer, Midwestern Bio-Ag 

president. “Our Field Day is a 

celebration of agriculture and of 

a system of farming that gives 

hope to farmers.” 

  The field day offers a wealth of 

educational opportunities, a 

chance to get to know like-

minded farmers, and “a renewal 

of hope and energy” for farmers 

trying to master the biological 

system of farming, Zimmer 

adds. 

   Learning opportunities come 

in a myriad of ways: attending 

   New this year, we’re filling the 

shed with more than 20 booths. 

The goal is to provide an oppor-

tunity for you to browse through 

the booths any time during the 

day. 

    This year, our presentation 

stations will offer three sessions: 

11 a.m., noon and 1 p.m. At 2 

p.m., we’ll have special guest 

presenters.  

   As always, the day will open 

and close with Gary Zimmer, At 

10 a.m., he will kick-off the 

event with a welcome talk and 

overview of the farm and the 

(Continued on page 4) 

Field Day 2007: Raising the Bar  
on quality, production and cattle health 
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several of the seven offered pres-

entations; asking questions of 

the MBA consultants and staff; 

observing the farms; visiting at 

the more than 20 booths, and 

sharing with the other farmers 

you’ll meet. 

What’s new in 2007 
   We’ve greatly expanded our 

booth area, welcome three spe-

cial guests, and added more edu-

cational, product and related 

business offerings, while bring-

ing in new voices from agribusi-

ness, education and politics, all 

relating to the world of biologi-

cal farming.    

  ��������	
���
��������	�������������
������	�������
�������
���������

������������������������������������� 



������������



����

����

����

����






presented quarterly by  

Midwestern Bio-Ag 
10955 Blackhawk Dr., POBox 160, 

 Blue Mounds, WI 53517 

1-800-327-6012/1-608-437-4994 
 

BioAg of Michigan 
246 Cross Rd. 

Kinde, MI 48445 

1-989-874-6009/1-888-825-9373 
 

Midwestern Bio-Ag of Iowa 
18355 170th Ave 

Monticello, IA 52310 

1-319-465-3503/1-888-465-3503 
 

MBA of Minnesota  

16231 County Road 18, 

Utica, MN 55979 
1-866-485-4300 

 

Copyright MBA 2007 

farm to 1-2 years corn, 1-3 years 

forages, and both hay and corn 

improve. It's an easy move! 

   Plant green manure crops— oats 

in early spring, rye after corn si-

lage. Grow a small grain and a 

soil builder in one year. Take time 

off to fix and rest the land. 

   These are bigger decisions. 

Once you start, things only get 

better during this 3-5 years. Tran-

sitioning land from the way it has 

been farmed to a new way of 

healthy, mineralized biological 

soils is the biggest challenge 

   Three to five years seems like a 

long time, but we can speed it up. 

Last year, our field day theme was 

‘Accelerating the System.’ This 

year the theme is ‘Raising the 

Bar’. 

   How do you 'Raise the Bar'?  

   It's in the little things 

   On Otter Creek Organic farm, 

we have certainly done a lot of 

'bar raising'— new people, new 

programs, more attention to 

details. Since we started dairy-

ing in '99, we have gotten the 

forages right (and we continue to 

work on them). Proper genetics, 

planting equipment, soil fertility, 

making sure we get the key miner-

als (calcium, boron, phosphorous, 

magnesium) plant available, either 

coming from the soil or applied in 

an available form. (There are 

many more minerals but these 

four run the show). 

   The feed test is our report card. 

We also take pains to harvest at 

the right time and then store feeds 

properly.   Those are our real 

comfort zones. Raising calves and 

healthy cows are, too. 

   So how would we raise the bar 

Dear Farmer/

agribusinessperson, 
 

   When July arrives, the heavy 

work load slows. Crops are 

planted, weed control is what it 

is (and this year it was great). 

The hard haying is done. This 

year, first crop was a little short 

but feed tests indicate the May 

15th cutting was perfect. 

   The challenge of farming is 

making all these decisions and 

yet knowing that every one 

won't be 100 percent perfect. I 

can see why farmers get a sys-

tem going that kind of works, 

and then keep on using it. Radi-

cal changes require strong pres-

sure from some source— usu-

ally money. 

   The move from finishing beef 

in feed lots 

to grass fin-

ished beef 

just doesn't 

happen real 

often. 

   Getting 

better, improving things with 

what you are comfortable with, 

is easier, almost risk free. From 

putting on NPK soluble, salt 

base fertilizer change to a Bio-

Ag balanced one with all the 

extras--what's the risk? Things 

can only get better.  

   Switching from hoping 

enough calcium and magnesium 

are plant available if the pHs are 

fine, to adding plant available 

calcium (Bio-Cal). That's an 

easy move, and you will see the 

difference in feed tests and in 

many cases, just by looking with 

you own eyes.  

   Tighten the rotation on a dairy 

Gary Zimmer’s Summer 2007 Letter ����
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 How do you 

'Raise the Bar'?  

   It's in the little 

things. 

with our dairy operation? What 

new levels could we reach for? 

Better cow handling, more cow 

comfort, improved feeding 

times and schedule. Making 

sure each group (top lactating, 

lower lactating, dry cows, heif-

ers, calves) is watched carefully 

and has the proper rations, sup-

(Continued on page 3) 



plements and always, fresh 

clean water. 

   Notice, I didn't include 'new 

tractor' on this list! In fact, most 

things we do for 'raising the bar' 

don't have a big price tag. 

   Again this August, you'll be 

able to see what we do on our 

farm at our annual Field Day. 
 

Field Day Changes 

   We are also ‘Raising the Bar’ 

on our Field Day, adding and 

improving, including organiza-

tional details like a new and lar-

ger lunch serving/seating area. 

Instead of standing in a long 

lunch line outside, you'll be able 

to browse through nearly two 

dozen displays in the shed. 

   Special guests, educational 

and informational booths, and 

'machinery row' are all improve-

ments that ‘Raise the Bar’ on 

Field Day's educational goals. 
  

Why attend the Field Day? 

  It’s a day that’s all about learn-

ing; about expanding your 

knowledge and seeing new pos-

sibilities. 

   Besides the events going on all 

day, it’s about the people. Farm-

ers, educators, agribusiness peo-

ple from all over the Midwest, 

the U.S. and even other coun-

tries. This is a large gathering of 

biological farmers all with their 

own experiences to share— it’s 

a fun celebration of agriculture. 

   Bring your questions for the 

50 plus Midwestern Bio-Ag 

consultants and staff who will 

be on hand. 

   Meet our special guests— 

Roger Blobaum lobbies in 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Washington D.C. and is a great 

organic advocate. 

   Tim Livingstone from New 

Brunswick, whom I met at a 

conference last winter, works 

with a large greenhouse produc-

tion system, monitoring soil 

life.  He’ll have his microscope 

with him, and many photos. 

   Jerry Brunetti from eastern 

Pennsylvania is someone I have 

known for well over 20 years.  

We’ve traveled together to Aus-

tralia, educating farmers. A 

great presenter and a superior 

source of knowledge, he will 

share his knowledge of botani-

cals and methods for keeping 

cattle healthy and productive. 

Jerry develops animal health 

care products for his own com-

pany, and we are excited to be 

adding them to our new Animal 

Health Care Division.  

   We put on our field day to 

demonstrate, to share ideas of 

what’s possible. It’s for you to 

gain confidence and reduce risk 

as farming changes are made. 

   And, if for no other reason, 

come for the great meal— all 

local, a lot from right here on 

Otter Creek Organic Farm. It’s 

our treat— come and enjoy! 

  We hope to see you at the farm 

on Tuesday, August 21. 
 

           GFZ 
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How would you raise 

the bar on corn? 
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day’s activities. Gary will also 

conclude the day with a farm 

tool demonstration and the al-

ways  popular Farm Walk, start-

ing at 3 p.m. 

   We’ve moved (and speeded 

up) the lunch line to a new loca-

tion, opening up the machine 

shed for our group of informa-

tive and educational booths, 

some familiar, but most brand 

new to our Field Day. 

   Our own Midwestern Bio-Ag 

booth area will be expanded in 

size and scope, with additional 

personnel to answer questions 

on Soils,  Nutrition, and Forage 

Genetics/Seeds. This will pro-

vide visitors with more opportu-

nities for a one-on-one talk 

about  Midwestern Bio-Ag 

products and programs. 

  Learn about the wide variety 

of products offered by Bio-Vet, 

a ‘sister’ company of MBA, 

from Bio-Vet staff including 

Dr. Bill Zimmer, DVM. Bio-

Vet researches, manufactures 

and markets innovative direct 

fed microbial products, focused 

toward the improvement of live-

stock health and productivity 

with nationwide product distri-

bution. Their offerings include 

capsules, pastes, soluble pow-

ders, drenches, calf and cattle 

electrolytes and daily feed addi-

tives.     

   Also new this year will be the 

Zimmer’s Local Choice Farm 

Market of Spring Green, Wis. 

with information about mineral-

ized balanced agriculture direct 

marketed foods including meats 

and cheese from Otter Creek 

(Continued from page 1) Organic Farm. Gorman’s 

Locker, Lone Rock, WI, custom 

organic meat cutting processing, 

also makes sausage, brats, etc. 

(Otter Creek Organic Farm beef 

processed by Gorman’s will be 

served at lunch.) 
 

Three special guests 

   Special guests will be Jerry 

Brunetti, Tim Livingstone, and 

Roger Blobaum. All will be 

available in the booth area all 

day. In addition, Jerry and Tim 

will give presentations between 2 

and 3 p.m.  (Read their bios on 

the following pages.) 
 

MBA Research 

   The theme of last year’s Field 

Day, you may remember, was 

‘Accelerating the System.’  To 

demonstrate that idea, Leilani 

Durand has been collecting data 

on the contributions of green ma-

nure plowdowns.  

   “We treated a low-fertility 

field with two growing seasons 

of soil correctives and green ma-

nure crops. Last fall, we took soil 

tests and measured above-ground 

and below-ground nutrients in 

the buckwheat/rye/vetch green 

manure crop,” Leilani explained.  

“This spring, just before the rye/

vetch green manure was incorpo-

rated, above-ground and below-

ground nutrients were measured 

again, and a second set of soil 

tests were pulled.” 

   Stop by the booth and take a 

look at the data on the minerals 

provided by the green manure 

crop in the fall and in the spring.  

Besides providing nutrients for 

this year’s corn crop, this crop 

helped improve soil structure and 

fed the soil life, hopefully lead-

ing to an excellent corn yield. 

(In the final part of the 

‘Accelerating the System’ 

study, we’ll be measuring yield 

and mineral content of the corn 

crop this fall.) 

   For three years, 2004-2006, 

Midwestern Bio-Ag collabo-

rated with Dr. Jiwan Palta of 

the UW-Madison Horticulture 

department  on a research pro-

ject. Potatoes were grown at 

the Hancock Research Station 

in central Wisconsin using a 

standard fertilizer, irrigation 

and insect pest control regime 

for that region.  Then, either 

gypsum or HumaCal™ was 

applied at emergence and again 

at hilling.  Potatoes were har-

vested, graded, analyzed for 

internal defects, and tested for 

tuber calcium levels.   

   Data will show the overall 

picture of how our organic 

product, HumaCal™,  per-

formed in comparison to pel-

letized gypsum across different 

growing seasons and the range 

of weather we saw (near 

drought in 2004, near perfect 

in 2006). Though gross yields 

were similar, the potatoes in 

the HumaCal™ plots had 

fewer defects and therefore 

higher marketable yields. 

   Check out the poster summa-

rizing the research data. Leilani 

and Lawrence Mayhew will be 

around to answer any of your 

questions. 
 

Booths 

   Soil Life will be a major edu-

(Continued on page 5) 
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cational focus. In addition to 

guest Tim Livingstone who will 

bring his compound microscope, 

we’ll be showing an excellent 

short video, “Life in the Soil,” 

which provides some dramatic 

insight into what happens under-

ground.     

   The MOSES  (Midwest Or-

ganic Services) booth will fea-

ture Harriet Behar offering the 

opportunity to purchase a wide 

variety of books and materials 

for biological and organic farm-

ers. 

   MOSA organic certifiers will  

answer certification questions. 

   Dave Engel will offer infor-

mation on organic certification. 

  What natural mined extras 

are available to biological and 

organic farmers? MBA certified 

consultant Dan Davidson will 

provide information about prod-

ucts. 

   Three forage genetic suppliers 

who work with Midwestern Bio-

Ag will be present. 

   CalWest Seeds will discuss 

breeding alfalfa under the MBA 

fertility program. They are our 

producers of  MBA exclusive 

alfalfas WinterKing, WinterK-

ingII, Hay/Graze and Goliath; 

Impact II red clover and Shasta 

White Clover 

   Barenbrug USA  is a Dutch 

owned but Oregon based com-

pany that is MBA’s benchmark 

for producing high quality, later 

maturing grasses used in MBA 

blends. We have enjoyed a  long 

time relationship with them. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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2007 Field Day Special Guest 
 

       Jerry Brunetti  In 1979, Jerry founded Agri-Dynamics, a Penn-

sylvania company with a vision of providing a line of holistic animal 

remedies for farm livestock, equine, and pets.  

   After witnessing first-hand the devastating results of conventional, 

chemically dependent, grain-based ration farming practices, Jerry 

embarked on a crusade to educate and consult for farmers who made 

the wise choice to transition to ecologically responsible and sustain-

able farming. 

   In 1991, Jerry co-founded 

Earthworks Natural Organic 

Products a company which pro-

vides products and consulting 

services to the golf course and 

landscaping industries.  

   Jerry’s aspiration was once 

again to encourage the imple-

mentation of ecological princi-

ples of balancing soils, reducing 

the use of pesticides and elimi-

nating dependence on chemical 

fertilizers. 

   In 1999, Jerry was diagnosed 

with non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 

and given as little as six months 

to live without aggressive che-

motherapy. He instead chose a 

holistic path of nutrition, detoxification and immune modulation and 

applied his vast experience with farming and animal nutrition to his 

own health. The links between healthy soil, truly nutritious food, and 

profitable, sustainable farming are clearly evident in his personal 

and professional experiences. His skill for communicating this with 

people has won him extensive praise from holistic health profession-

als, sustainable farming organizations, and many farmers and con-

sumers. He is a highly in demand lecturer and speaker, nationally 

and internationally.  

   Jerry studied Animal Science at North Carolina State University 

and has served as Dairy Director of the National Farmers Organiza-

tion. He serves on the Lower Mt. Bethel Township Environmental 

Advisory Council, and is active in other community-based organiza-

tions devoted to rebuilding local food systems and local democracy. 

   In addition to his afternoon presentation, Jerry will be at the 

Agri-Dynamics booth during the day.  



   DLF Intl. is a grass breeding 

company; based in Oregon, with 

its home office in Denmark; A 

farmer-owned grass seed coopera-

tive, reps will explain some of the 

grass genetics we are purchasing 

from them for our blends. They 

provide a broad selection of or-

ganically produced grass seed and 

are commited to organic seed pro-

duction 

   Testing for forage digestibility 

will be the focus of Dave Taysom 

of Dairyland Labs, Arcadia, WI. 

Midwestern Bio-Ag works with 

Dairyland Labs on forage analy-

sis. Also on hand will be Penny 

Langer a certified crop advisor 

who creates nutrient management 

plans and works closely with 

Dairyland Labs. 

  Wayne Leitzen is a representa-

tive of Alcomp, a high quality 

ethyl alcohol liquid energy source 

for dairy cattle under stress.  

   Organic Valley, the largest or-

ganic cooperative in North Amer-

ica working with over 1,100 

farms, is based in LaFarge, WI. 

Lowell Rheinheimer will present 

information on organic feed: de-

termining value based on quality; 

and connecting the hay producer 

with the hay buyer 

  Midwest Labs staff will present 

information and answer questions 

on soil analysis. They’ve been 

working with MBA for over a 

dozen years. 

   Andy Thompson, Pearl Valley 

Organix, a family owned business 

in northern Illinois, will talk about 

fertilizing turf. Pearl Valley Or-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Raising the Bar:  

Otter Creek Organic Farm  

Dairy Herd 
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ganix produces a laying hen com-

post at its state of the art facility. 

   aAa (Animal Analysis Associ-

ates) is being used on Otter Creek 

Organic Farm. aAa is a system of 

mating cattle, breeding for the de-

sired cow traits. Bring your ques-

tions for  Phil Hasheider. 

   Impro has been a leader in natu-

ral solutions to livestock produc-

tion and dairying for over 45 

years. Meet Dr. Dick Holliday, 

DVM, holistic dairy consultant, 

and Bob Cronin. 

   Finally, there will be a chance to 

discuss the politics of agricul-

ture. Representatives of Wiscon-

sin Representative Ron Kind and 

Senators Russ Feingold and Herb 

Kohl will be present. The Con-

gressmen have been invited, and 

we are optimistic that one or more 

will be able to attend. 

   Environmental Defense recog-

nizes that America's farmers and 

ranchers produce an extraordinary 

bounty - as well as clean air, clean 

water and habitat for wildlife. But, 

farm and food policies could do 

much more to meet the needs of 

farmers, consumers and communi-

ties. Dr. Timothy Male works to 

coordinate aspects of Environ-

mental Defense’s Farm Bill cam-

paign, working with farmers, con-

servation groups, and nutrition 

advocates around the country and 

lobbying Congress directly on be-

half of a Farm Bill that is better 

for the environment and serves all 

of agriculture more effectively.   

  Machinery 
   Get an up close look at the 

Howard rotovator with Clyde 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

2007 Field Day Special Guests 
       Tim Livingstone joins us from The 

Jolly Farmer in New Brunswick, Canada. 

Through the use of a compound micro-

scope along with pictures and slides, Tim 

will show what’s found in the soil, some of 

the basic functions of soil biology, and 

some field indicators that reveal how your 

soil biology is doing.  

   Tim has a broad ag background. He grew 

up on a diversified farm in New Hamp-

shire, spent several years in greenhouse 

production, and since 2001 has been in-

volved in the development and production 

of composts, compost teas, etc. for Jolly Farmer.  He received train-

ing in compost making from a member of the Lubke family in Aus-

tria, and Soil Biology training from Soil Foodweb.  Currently he is 

director of Jolly Farmer’s in-house Soil Foodweb lab, responsible for 

the sales of Jolly Farmer’s Eco-Agricultural products, manages their 

market garden and orchard, and helps with the field crops and live-

stock. 

   The Jolly Farmer, New Brunswick, Canada, has both a horticul-

tural side producing greenhouse grown plants and an agricultural 

side where they supply an Eco-Ag line of products and raise a vari-

ety of livestock and grains, farming about 500 acres organically. 

Look for Tim in the booth area as well as his afternoon presentation. 

*********** 

   Roger Blobaum will be available in the booth area to discuss farm 

policy. Roger is a major connection between activist nonprofits and 

the “natural foods” industry. His consulting firm, Blobaum & Asso-

ciates, boasts 15 years of experience working for 

the organic-only sector. He also sits on the board 

of the Organic Farming Research Foundation. A 

vocal member of the “Soul of Agriculture” pro-

ject, a faith-based approach to farmland preser-

vation, in 1998 he told the Dubuque (Iowa) Her-

ald that the “faith community” would “lead the 

attack” and “challenge the assumption that the 

industrialization of agriculture is inevitable.”  

   Roger began as an editorial consultant to Rodale Press and spent 

six years on the organic steering committee of the National Cam-

paign for Sustainable Agriculture. He’s been a board member of the 

International Organic Accreditation Service, the Organic Farming 

Research Foundation, the Michael Fields Agricultural Institute and 

the Organic Alliance.  
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MBA adding 

Animal Health 

Care Division 
   Midwestern Bio-Ag is pleased 

to announce that we will be add-

ing to our Animal Health Care 

line.  Currently, MBA manufac-

tures and markets our own line 

of livestock minerals, livestock 

nutritional supplements, and 

Bio-Vet products. 

   “We will be expanding our 

product line with some of Jerry 

Brunetti’s Agri-Dynamics prod-

ucts,” announces Gary Zimmer, 

president of Midwestern Bio-

Ag. “We are selecting products 

that have been used on many 

farms. They are natural, usually 

a blend of minerals, vitamins, 

immune stimulators, and botani-

cals and are formulated for spe-

cific health issues.” 

   The new products will be on 

display at the Field Day. 

MBA customers 

show champion 

Holstein cow 
 

   Tom-Beth Dur-

ham Ellen recently 

won the 6-year-old 

class and was 

named Grand 

Champion and Best 

Udder of the Dis-

trict 3 

(southwestern Wis-

consin) Holstein Show at Gays Mills, WI. 

  This year at 5y6m Ellen has a projected 305 day record of 27,252 

milk, 3.9% fat and1065 fat. She is scored EX-92, with a 95 point ud-

der.  Ellen’s dam, Tom-Beth Jolt Erin is classified EX-94, also with 

a 95 point udder. To date, Erin has a lifetime production of 153,654 

milk and a 6 year old record of 36,373 milk, 1047 fat, 1093 protein. 

   This great pair of cows is owned by Tom-Beth Farm at Seneca, 

Wis., the family farm operation of Tom and Beth Kearns. The 

Kearns’ milk 110 cows that are about 85% registered Holsteins. 

They have been Midwestern Bio-Ag customers for the past ten years. 

Bob Johnson is their consultant. 

   In another MBA connection, two of the herd sires at Otter Creek 

Organic Farm are from this outstanding cow family.  

Morter of Guy Machinery. 

   See a unique new row crop 

zone till tillage tool, the Soil 

Warrior, invented by Mark 

Bauer, CEO of Environmental 

Tillage Systems, Inc. Mark 

Bauer and Kevin Kuehn will be 

on hand to answer questions. 

   Also on display will be an or-

ganic hybrid rolling cultivator 

from 100th Meridian Manu-

facturing of Cozad, Neb. 

  A tillage and farm tool demon-

stration will be part of the farm 

walk at 3 p.m. 

Familiar Favorites  
   The new features don’t mean 

we’re neglecting our ever popu-

(Continued from page 7) lar and well-attended educa-

tional presentation stations.  

   As always, there will be tents 

set up at various locations 

around the farm,  with session 

every hour on the hour (11 a.m., 

Noon, and 1 p.m.).  

   At each location, Midwestern 

Bio-Ag’s staff and consultants 

will offer their expertise in short 

talks (half hour or less) on the 

topic, followed by ample time 

for questions and answers. 
 

   Our presentation list in-

cludes: 
 

1. How To Get Started in Bio-

logical Farming: the Six Rules 

& Nutrient Management 
 

2. Corn/Soybeans 
 

3. Forage Varieties— what im-

proved mineralization can do 

for livestock nutrition, and what 

it can do to meat/milk quality—  

connecting the soil, forage ge-

netics, and livestock nutrition to 

meat/milk quality  Look over a 

small area of test plots and a 

field of our new WinterKing II 

alfalfa. 
 

4. Quality Forage Production 
 

5. Organic Farming  
 

6. Dairy: Lactating cows: Focus 

on the Cow’s Immune System 
 

7. Raising Calves/Heifers; Dry, 

Transition and Pre-Fresh Cows 

….More information on the Field Day 
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….More  

Field Days 


